By Becky Qualls from the Adams County Record

Friends and well-wishers gathered at the Reeder Community Center to say goodbye to Mayor Larry Jackson.  Jackson served as a city council member for 6 years.  When the previous mayor resigned, Jackson finished that term and has remained mayor for 32 years.  Jackson came to Reeder 40 years ago from Thunderhawk, South Dakota where he worked at a grain elevator.  Not too long after arriving, he bought into the Reeder Grain Company and was part-owner for 22 years.  The company was eventually sold to the Reeder Equity Elevator, which was in turn sold to the Southwest Grain Cooperative. He also ran the Farmers Union Oil Company for approximately eight years before retiring in 2005.

Jackson and his wife, Florence, lived in Reeder for 40 years and raised two children there.  Florence passed away in 1996.  He has remarried and remains in Reeder with his wife, Phyllis Enerson.In addition to being Mayor, Jackson served on the Adams County Development Corporation’s board from its beginning.  He also served on the board of the Roosevelt-Custer Development for many years.  Jackson served as secretary for the West River Health Foundation’s board. “That was an interesting one to be a part of,” he said. Jackson is a veteran and a member of the American Legion, Reeder Lions Club, the Masonic Lodge, and the fire department. 

Countywide law enforcement was one of Jackson’s main projects.  “It’s more cost effective for small towns and provides us with a more  

qualified, trained force,” he said. He does have some concerns for the future of Reeder.  “There used to be 360 people.  Now we’re down to 180 or so.  When the coal mine closed, about 20 families left.”  Jackson worries about the farming community too.  “There are only about one-third as many farmers now than when I came here,” he said.  “We didn’t have enough enrollment to keep our school open any longer.”.  The Reeder School closed in 2000 and is now used as a community center.  Rooms are also rented out to hunters.  With open enrollment, the students who attended the school can now choose Hettinger or Scranton.

Jackson hopes to see some positive changes for Reeder.  “I’d like to see a service station and a grocery store come to town,” he said.   

“It’s hard when the young people leave and don’t come back. It’s a challenge to attract business here.”  “We are lucky to have some younger guys here to run the fire department.”  When asked what he plans to do next, Jackson replied, “I have a lot to do at home.  We hope to travel in the winter and go someplace warmer.  We will continue to live in Reeder.”  “I really appreciate the cooperation I received from Hettinger and  

the county commissioners”, he shared.  “We enjoyed good relationships with the surrounding areas.  They were all good people to work with,  

the best people you can imagine.”  “I was pretty involved in the community,” Jackson said.  “I got to know a lot of people.  I had a lot of good times and got to work with some really good people.”  Betty Svihovec of Hettinger summed up her feelings.  “I worked with Larry for many years,” she said. “He is a wonderful person.  There is nothing self-centered about him. He truly had the community at heart.”

Councilmen Derald Bugner and Jim Brown presented Jackson with a plaque to honor his many years of service to Reeder.
