Taken from the Western Call by Lois Anderson

In the general scheme of things this area of the country has been here for millions of years. The first inhabitants were Native Americans of various tribes. President Thomas Jefferson bought this vast area, often referred to as the Louisiana Purchase, from France. It encompassed an area from the Gulf of Mexico north thousands of miles to the Canadian border. He enlisted the aid of M. Lewis and W. Clark to explore the area and find a water route to the Pacific Ocean thus bringing "civilization" to this region.  

During the Indian Wars of the early 1800's, this region of the country was called Dakota Territory. In 1889, the Congress of the United States passed the Enabling Act that provided for this territory to be divided into two states. The land was surveyed and markers placed separating North from South and these states were admitted to the Union in 1889. The more than 700 markers that set the border for North and South Dakota were placed every half-mile along this border. They are made of quartzite and are 7 feet tall and 10 inches square at the top with N.D. inscribed on the north side and S.D. on the south side. For the adventuresome, they can be located; however, there will be one placed in Dacotah Plaza on the NDSU campus in Fargo that probably will be a lot easier to find.

Our area was part of Hettinger County. A petition was submitted to the N.D. legislature in 1907 with the signature of 150 bonafide residents to create our own county. Hettinger was given 32 townships and Adams County 28 townships. Adams County was named for a relative of John Q. Adams and Hettinger as deference to our "old" county as the county seat. The first settlers in this area were cattlemen from Texas who drove their herds north to take advantage of the "sea of grass". The homesteaders made their appearance around 1905 and these larger cattle ranchers slowly disappeared. The Homestead Act, which proposed free land, and the coast extension of the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul and Pacific railroad were major ingredients of the population growth. 

The first settlement in this neighborhood was made around 1900 by Andrew Jepson on what is known as the LF Ranch. Albert Leff purchased the ranch around 1904. During the winter of 06-07, he began keeping extra supplies and groceries toaccommodate the settlers coming into the area. May 1st of 1907, he began a daily stage line from the ranch to Dickinson about 65 miles to thenorth. It included a stop in New England for a meal. The trip took all day.  Albert had dreams and with the coming of the railroad, he envisioned a town springing up on his land. The railroad had other ideas, however, and bought land from Herman Hilden and Mary Hilden one and a half miles further west for the town site. The town was named for E.O. Reeder, first chief engineer on the Milwaukee Railroad.
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The first building was erected in Reeder in Dec. 1907 by R.A. Lucas and housed the Adams County Times, later changed to Reeder Times. As there had been no platting and word of mouth said squat anywhere. So "Squatter's Row" was born, facing south, parallel to the Railroad tracks. Other names tacked on this area were Railroad Street, The Avenue, and the Front. In rapid succession the Irving Hotel, Fred and Nat Pierce's Restaurant, Steel and Muzzy's General Merchandise Store (moved from the Leff Ranch) and the First State Bank (also from the Leff Ranch) took up position on Squatter's Row. 

Surveyors were called in by the Townsite Company and laid out the town prior to the lot sale on May 14, 1908. It was to be a grand celebration with a special train, band music, a cowboy rodeo and the robbery of an overland stage. Spirits were somewhat dampened as it rained. After it was determined that Main Street would run north and south, a flurry of activity of buildings moving to the new locations began. Early settlers, George Holfland with brothers Adolph and Oliver, had a thriving moving business and the stores kept open during the move. In rapid sequence other construction followed: The auditorium (Opera House), a second newspaper known as the Western Call, Atlas Lumber Co., Cash Hardware, Barber Shop, Western Lumber and Grain Company, Reeder Mercantile, Krogstad's Drug Store, Page Mercantile, First National Bank..the list goes on. 

We were a thriving city on the prairie. By the end of 1908, Reeder could boast the following: three banks, several medical professionals, two livery stables, several land workers, a bottling works, several restaurants, at least three lumber yards, bakery, bowling alley, an implement dealer, four grain elevators, meat market, candy store, tailor, jewelry store, blacksmith shop, several attorneys, several hotels, a post office. 
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With the coming of settlers, mostly men, lured with the promises of free land, the country was rapidly becoming settled. After securing housing, these men returned to their homes and brought their families to our area and with them civilization began to encroach on the "wild west". This civilization brought the beginnings of the school system and various churches and other organizations.  

The first term of school began Sept. 8, 1908 and was held in the hall over the Reeder Mercantile with a Miss Howard as the teacher. By 1909, land was bought from Fanny Muller and a 4-room building was constructed at a cost of $3,525 on the north end of Main St., farther north than the present building. In late 1908, the Dakota-Montana long distance telephone company installed a phone in the Scandinavian Hotel, and we were connected to the world. 1909 brought a switchboard and a move to O.C. Olsen's store and an operator was hired. Automobiles began to make their appearance, could roads be far behind? What will happen to the horse? 

In 1909, the town held an election to incorporate. Those elected to carry on the business of government were W.T. Krebsbach, Chas Leff and DL Nyre. Treasurer - F.J. Smith, Clerk - W.S. Dunn, Assessor - Thomas Kelly, Justin of Peace - H.W. O'Dell, Marshall - Fred Horihan. W.T. Krebsbach was elected president of the board. Now Reeder would do business as an incorporated village. The auditorium, sometimes referred to as the Opera House, was the community's source of entertainment. Here they held concerts, dances and lectures. We had a band in the early years and a Choral Society, with J.L. Hjort as the director. This structure was located west of Main Street. There also were various organizations began during these years such as: WCTU, Modern Woodman of America, a literary society, Royal Neighbors plus the Ladies Aids of the various churches. 

The town was fortunate to have the services of medical doctors, a dentist and traveling optometrists at least once a month. There also was an attorney located in town who gained some fame being elected states attorney and finally a judge in Fargo. In later years, we had a hospital and a maternity home staffed by Dr. Dach and Lois Metzinger RN for a number of years.The population of the town remained relatively stable during the early years. People came and people went but the businesses seemed to do well. The population in 1917 was approximately 250 people. There was a draft and quite a few young men enlisted to fight WWI. The Home Guards were formed in 1918 and a Red Cross chapter was formed. 

Grasshoppers and the Spanish Influenza both struck in 1918. The flu killed a lot of people and the grasshoppers damaged the crops. In 1920, Reeder got a public library. Banks were being closed down. Our banks were still solvent despite the hard times. The town had several fires during the early 20's. We got electric lights in town in 1921. The city generated moving pictures that were being shown in the hall. The band was reorganized and gave concerts every Saturday night at a pavilion located on Main St. during good weather. 
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Construction began in 1923 on a new brick school building for housing, elementary and high school. It was dedicated on Dec. 21st. In 1924, Bank Examiners closed the Farmers and Merchants Bank. The First State Bank absorbed their assets. In 1926, Central West Public Service bought Reeder Electric Light Co. This later turned into Montana Dakota Utilities, our present electric suppliers. 

Grasshoppers became a problem again in the fall of 1927. Flu again made the rounds and in 1928, there was a typhoid epidemic. The village bought a 34A tract to turn into a tourist park and a landing field. Reeder Airlines incorporated and named the field Sagmiller Field. They also bought an airplane which was demolished in a windstorm in Sept. In 1929, MDU started advertising refrigerators, which was an advancement over having an icehouse. Reeder also reverted to Mountain Time. Central Time was too inconvenient. The First State Bank bought the assets of the 1st National Bank. We were down to one bank. In 1930, the town's population was 394. The weatherman introduced the term "dirty thirties" into our vocabulary. Due to the drought and wind, crops weren't much. Wheat was down to 53 cents a bushel. In 1931, the First State Bank closed, and the 1st National Bank of Lemmon filled the void. 

Pheasants were introduced in this country. In 1934, pheasant hunting was allowed for first time. In 1933, wheat started the year at 30 cents and finished at 62 cents. The depression was in full swing. 1934 brought more wind, drought, and grasshoppers. President Franklin Roosevelt organized the CCC and it was announced they would begin building the Cedar Dam. It was 27 feet high, 230 feet long with a 125-foot spillway. Cedar Lake contained 235 acres. It would prove to be quite a tourist spot for the next few years. 

People began leaving in 1936, the drought and low wheat prices proving to be too much for most. The out-migration was to Washington, Oregon, Montana and Idaho. In 1938, there was a "storm of grasshoppers" that literally ate everything in sight. Business slow - lots of stores closed or didn't advertise in the paper. The population in 1940 had dwindled to 266 people. With a change in editor, the Western Call began an editorial column. This one item from the July 16, 1940 issue tickled my funny bone. "An old custom among residents that will never fade out is rushing to greet the 8:29 every night. Every night without foil, they gather on the depot platform to great newcomers, vacationers or to see someone off and many times to watch the flyer go whistling by. "At the first whistle, one can see the kids, either on bikes or running, rushing to be the first there.  Then the second whistle nearly half the town starts the nightly pilgrimage to the depot. They'll come in cars, some of 'em, but most prefer to walk because that'll be the main outing of the day for the majority of folks. "We'll admit that it's a queer custom and it makes a person wonder why we do it - but it is an old custom that will never die in Reeder." His crystal ball was not working to foresee the demise of the passenger train in the not too distant future.

The Western Call was published thru 1942, although these volumes (1942 and 1944) are not available here. We have to thank the foresight of Kenny and Vivian Hilden for making the early history available and the Sr. Citizens Center for housing the volumes for all to read. They provide a wonderful insight into the past. The criminal element was alive and well during the early years. Periodic break-ins were reported in the paper along with the spring influx of the gypsies, which caused a major headache for the business places. The biggest crime of all was an armed robbery of the Bank of Reeder, which opened in 1934 by L.U. Skoglund of Gascoyne in the old State Bank building. Erna Bugner ran the bank

when a young man came in, jumped the counter, and brandished a weapon demanding cash. He put Miss Bugner in a back room and left 

- she determined he headed west. Authorities were alerted and the robbers were finally arrested in Bowman. 

Following the boom of the early years, the population of Reeder, as with other small towns in the area, began a steady decline. This decline can be attributed to the collapse of the banking system in the late 1920s, and a prolonged drought turned the Great Plains into a dust bowl generally referred to as the "dirty thirties" when the lack of rain and a plague of grasshoppers invaded the area and ate everything including paint from the buildings. People began to leave for greener pastures. Washington and California beckoned, also the promise of free land further west. Only the intrepid remained. The paper, The Western Call, published through 1942 and thanks to the insight of the State Historical Society, these early records are available for all to read. Ours are stored at the Prairie Pioneers, our senior citizen's center. 

In the 1960's we still had a post office, a branch bank, a bowling alley, lumber yard, two grocery stores, two cafes, two bars, a blacksmith shop, two elevators, two service stations, a school - grades 1- 12, four churches, a general merchandise store and various organizations. The industry of the area remained farming, but we also had families in town that worked at the Knife River Coal Mine (west of town) and Colloid (a manufacturing plant that processed lignite for 'drilling mud' for the oil industry). In the fall of 1968 it was learned that the Osborne McMillian elevator would be closed and put up for sale. A group of 15 area farmers pooled resources and bought the elevator and went into business, as Reeder Grain. We would have a choice and competition on grain prices. They remained in business until December of 1989. Down to 10 stockholders and some of the older investors were no longer farming; they sold the elevator to the Farmers Union Co-op.
